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divisions of the classification are: community study, our national life, and the 
study of other nations. 

The book is a successful attempt to present the worth-while materials 
from the fields of biology, psychology, and sociology. It renders a very distinct 
service to the general student of education by giving him a handbook of selected 
data upon which to construct his thinking about the important problems in 
elementary education. The book will be an invaluable help to superintendents 
and supervisors in selecting material for supplementary reading in the schools. 

H. W. Nun 



Handbook 0} reading methods. — The attack upon the reading problem, which 
has been stimulated by the new scientific study of education, has resulted in 
a large body of experimental literature. The investigations which have been 
made have produced varied and, at times, conflicting conclusions. It is desir- 
able, therefore, that from time to time the entire field should be summarized, 
in order that the results of the experimental studies may be translated into 
usable directions for the teacher of reading. This has been the purpose of the 
author of a recent handbook 1 of reading methods. 

The major portion of the book is given to a discussion of detailed problems 
of teaching reading in each division of the elementary school, with special 
attention to the middle and upper grades. The greater emphasis is placed 
upon silent reading, although the importance of oral reading at certain stages 
is fully recognized. The author provides an abundance of illustrative material 
and draws freely upon the recent investigations bearing upon both the reading 
process and the materials of instruction. The commendable feature of this 
portion of the text is the direct and specific manner in which the author attacks 
detailed problems. It is clear that his chief concern is for the immediate needs 
of the classroom teacher. 

A chapter of some sixty pages is devoted to a classification and descrip- 
tion of reading tests. Only the more widely used tests are presented, each of 
which is followed by a brief evaluation. Numerous suggestions of a practical 
character are given relating to the use of the tests for the improvement of 
instruction. 

The book gives one chapter to a review of the contributions of psycho- 
logical and educational research in the field of reading. The treatment of this 
topic is rather too brief and uncritical to serve what apparently was one of 
the original purposes of the author. A number of important research contri- 
butions are omitted entirely. 

As a general handbook on reading for the classroom teacher, the book has 
many merits. It is full of concrete material which is directly applicable to 
schoolroom procedure. 

1 Clabence R. Stone, Silent and Oral Reading. Boston: Houghton M ifflin Co., 
1922. Pp. xviii+306. $2.00. 
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As a summary and interpretation of the contributions of the recent investi- 
gations in the field of reading, the book does not as fully meet the reader's 
expectation. One feels that a considerable gap still remains between the 
chapter on research studies and the following discussion of detailed methods — 
a gap which the elementary teacher cannot bridge for herself. It emphasizes 
the need of a simple and direct translation of the results of research into, first, 
a series of fundamental principles of teaching reading and, second, a detailed 
application of each of these principles. However, the fact that the book has 
only partially succeeded in doing this should in no sense detract from the 
merits which it possesses. 

G. T, Busweix 



Teaching pupils to study. — The achievement of pupils in a given school 
subject depends primarily upon what takes place during the study period. 
Whether the studying is done under supervision and in connection with the 
regular class exercise or in a manner and at a time of the pupil's own choosing, 
the results of the time so spent are determined for any pupil by the extent to 
which he is master of an effective study procedure. The clearer recognition 
by teachers of the importance of economical methods of study has led to a 
pronounced emphasis of late upon the necessity of devoting a portion of the 
teaching time to training pupils to make the most effective use of the time they 
have for studying. A recent volume 1 of the "Riverside Series" discusses this 
problem from the point of view of the teacher in training. 

The author assumes that teaching pupils how to study is a primary aim 
of instruction. Real skill in study, it is asserted, "means the power of effective, 
independent self-direction." To aid the pupil in developing such skill, the 
teacher must recognize clearly the conditions which are conducive to effective 
study, as well as the practices that inhibit the improvement of study habits. 
Certain general factors affecting the ability of pupils to study are explained by 
the author, and suggestions are given for dealing with them, it being assumed 
that it is largely within the power of the teacher to control them. 

The principal classification of the factors determining the effectiveness of 
study recognizes two types: (1) those for which the recitation period is prim- 
arily responsible and (2) those phases of study procedure which belong more 
peculiarly to the study period itself. In connection with the first group is 
mentioned the necessity of seeing that the pupil knows what is to be studied. 
The teacher's responsibility involves careful consideration of lesson and prob- 
lem assignments and of the adaptation of procedure to particular lesson types. 
Further, all study requirements must be properly motivated and definite 
measures taken to secure continued application on the part of the pupil to 
the task undertaken. 

'Frank W. Thomas, Training for Effective Study. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1922. Pp. xviii-r-251. $1.90. 



